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Leverage the WSDOT/Sound Transit I-405 and NE 85th St Interchange and 

Inline Stride BRT station regional transit investment to maximize transit-

oriented development and create the most: 

 ― opportunity for an inclusive, diverse, and welcoming community, 

 ― value for the City of Kirkland, 

 ― community benefits including affordable housing, 

 ― and quality of life for people who live, work, and visit Kirkland. 
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Allison Zike

From: Cindy 

Sent: Monday, February 15, 2021 1:19 PM

To: Allison Zike

Subject: INPUT ON REDESIGN AT 85TH & 405 FOR BUS STATION BY THIS FRIDAY

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

My Name is Cindy Randazzo and have lived in Kirkland for almost 5 years.  I’ve been involved and lived in Norkirk and 

currently live in Finn Hill.  I am vehemently opposed to the project and believe it would be a detriment to the Highlands, 

Norkirk, and Everest Neighborhoods with absolutely no benefit to Kirkland’s  overall betterment.  We need to pass on 

this project it should be no Kirkland elected officials legacy!  Please keep Kirkland’s integrity intact. 

 

Best, 

Cindy Randazzo 

 

Sent from my iPhone 
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Allison Zike

From: Matthew Sachs 

Sent: Saturday, January 9, 2021 4:22 PM

To: Allison Zike; Planning Commissioners

Subject: Station Area Plan: I support Alternative 3

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

There is an affordability crisis in Kirkland, a housing crisis in King County, and a climate crisis on Earth. Alternative 3 does 

the most to increase the supply of both market-rate and below-market-rate housing and support active transit, and so I 

support that option. 

 

In addition to the mitigations in the DEIS, I encourage the city to support connectivity between the Highlands and the 

Station Area via non-car modalities, such as: 

• On-demand shuttle service for the neighborhood 

• Encouraging WSDOT to fund the northwest pedestrian connection between the NE 90th St in the Highlands and 

the station 

• Funding the 116th Ave NE neighborhood greenway called for in other city plans 

I'd also like to see further support for non-car connectivity between the Station Area and downtown Kirkland, such as 

increased transit/shuttle service and a fully separated bikeway. 

 

--Matthew Sachs, station area resident 

 



1

Allison Zike

From: Kelli Curtis

Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 1:35 PM

To: Allison Zike

Subject: FW: 85th Street Redevelopment Planning

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

 

From: Kim Saunders   

Sent: Sunday, February 7, 2021 7:41 PM 

To: Penny Sweet <PSweet@kirklandwa.gov>; Jay Arnold <JArnold@kirklandwa.gov>; Neal Black 

<NBlack@kirklandwa.gov>; Kelli Curtis <KCurtis@kirklandwa.gov>; Amy Falcone <afalcone@kirklandwa.gov>; Toby 

Nixon <TNixon@kirklandwa.gov>; Jon Pascal <JPascal@kirklandwa.gov> 

Subject: 85th Street Redevelopment Planning 

 

Honorable Kirkland Council Members 
Mayor Penny Sweet, 
Deputy Mayor Jay Arnold, 
Council member Neal Black, 
Council member Kelli Curtis, 
Council Member Amy Falcone, 
Council Member Toby Nixon, and  
Council Member Jon Pascal: 

I am writing as a Kirkland resident and founding member of Salt House Church located at 11920 NE 
80th St in Kirkland. 

Thank you for inviting our input into the Kirkland NE 85th Street Station Area Plan.  As a 
congregation located in the center of this development, we could choose to voice concerns over a lack 
of parking, traffic congestion, or buildings too high.  However, our faith compels us to prioritize and 
uphold lower-income residents in Kirkland and to seek the well-being of all, in service of the common 
good.  We believe everyone should have a safe, healthy, affordable place to live.  This is why we, Salt 
House Church, sold our northwest corner of our property in order to become Kirkland Place.  Yet, 
housing remains a dire, urgent need: 

• Before the pandemic, there was a severe shortage of affordable housing in Kirkland, 
particularly for people earning 30% of the median income and below. 

• Home prices and rents have risen exponentially and many of our neighbors (including many 
kinds of essential workers, including teachers) are being priced out of housing. 

• The population experiencing homelessness in our region continues to grow and is more 
vulnerable than ever, seen in a shortage of over 195,000 homes affordable and available to very 
low-income households. 

• Almost 23,000 people were identified experiencing homelessness during the point in time 
count in January 2020, representing a 6% increase in overall homelessness. 
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• Unsheltered homelessness increased by 13% and many more could lose their housing because 
of loss of income due to the pandemic. 

Therefore, I urge you to double the amount of low-income housing included in your development plan 
for Kirkland NE 85th St.   

I look forward to hearing from you.  Thank you for your consideration. 

Thx, 

Kim Saunders 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NOTICE: This e-mail account is part of the public domain. Any correspondence and attachments, including personal 

information, sent to and from the City of Kirkland are subject to the Washington State Public Records Act, Chapter 42.56 

RCW, and may be subject to disclosure to a third party requestor, regardless of any claim of confidentiality or privilege 

asserted by an external party.  
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Allison Zike

From: Rachel E Seelig 

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 9:33 PM

To: Allison Zike

Subject: DSEIS comment

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

Dear Allison- 

 

I am a resident of the Everest neighborhood.   I’m writing to express my opinion that there is no good reason to change 

the building height limit. It would negatively impact the Everest Neighborhood and any other neighborhood to have 45- 

or 85-foot-tall structures immediately adjacent to residences, as called for by Alternatives 2 and 3. Thank you for 

recording my input. 

Rachel Seelig 

. -. .-. --- -- / -- -.-- / .--. .... --- -. . I 

-
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Allison Zike

From: Kelli Curtis

Sent: Friday, February 19, 2021 1:32 PM

To: Allison Zike

Subject: FW: NE 85th Street Station Area Plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Flagged

 

 

From: Susan Shelton   

Sent: Tuesday, February 16, 2021 4:32 PM 

To: Penny Sweet <PSweet@kirklandwa.gov>; Jay Arnold <JArnold@kirklandwa.gov>; Neal Black 

<NBlack@kirklandwa.gov>; Kelli Curtis <KCurtis@kirklandwa.gov>; Amy Falcone <afalcone@kirklandwa.gov>; Toby 

Nixon <TNixon@kirklandwa.gov>; Jon Pascal <JPascal@kirklandwa.gov> 

Subject: NE 85th Street Station Area Plan 

 

Honorable Kirkland Council Members, 
Mayor Penny Sweet 
Deputy Mayor Jay Arnold 
Council member Neal Black 
Council member Kelli Curtis 
Council Member Amy Falcone 
Council Member Toby Nixon 
Council Member Jon Pascal 

 

Hello, 

My name is Susan Shelton. I am a former Kirkland resident of 32 years. I raised my family on NE 73rd 
Street - 98033. I have worked for Lake Washington School District since 2012. I also have a daughter 
who works for LWSD ( high school counselor) she would like to purchase a condo in the area. While 
she has the means for a down payment and a healthy income she is having a hard time finding an 
affordable place to live in the area. I have attended Salt House Church since December 2016.  

Thank you for inviting our input into the Kirkland NE 85th Street Station Area Plan.  As a 
congregation located in the center of this development, we could choose to voice concerns over a lack 
of parking, traffic congestion, or buildings too high.  However, our faith compels us to prioritize and 
uphold lower-income residents in Kirkland and to seek the well-being of all, in service of the common 
good.  We believe everyone should have a safe, healthy, affordable place to live.  This is why we, Salt 
House Church, sold our northwest corner of our property in order to become Kirkland Place.  Yet, 
housing remains a dire, urgent need: 

• *Before the pandemic, there was a severe shortage of affordable housing in Kirkland, 
particularly for people earning 30% of the median income and below. 

• *Home prices and rents have risen exponentially and many of our neighbors are being priced 
out of housing. 



• *The population experiencing homelessness in our region continues to grow and is more 
vulnerable than ever, seen in a shortage of over 195,000 homes affordable and available to very 
low-income households. 

• * Almost 23,000 people were identified experiencing homelessness during the point in time 
count in January 2020, representing a 6% increase in overall homelessness. 

• *Unsheltered homelessness increased by 13% and many more could lose their housing because 
of loss of income due to the pandemic. 

Therefore, I urge you to double the amount oflow-income housing included in your development plan 
for Kirkland NE 85th St. 

I look forward to hearing from you. Thank you for your consideration. 

Susan Shelton 

NOTICE: This e-mail account is part of the public domain. Any correspondence and attachments, including personal 
information, sent to and from the City of Kirkland are subject to the Washington State Public Records Act, Chapter 42.56 
RCW, and may be subject to disclosure to a th ird party requestor, regardless of any cla im of confidentia lity or privilege 
asserted by an externa l party. 
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Central Puget Sound Regional Transit Authority • Union Station 
401 S. Jackson St., Seattle, WA 98104-2826 • Reception: (206) 398-5000 • FAX: (206) 398-5499  
www.soundtransit.org 

 

 

February 19, 2021 

Allison Zike, AICP 

Senior Planner 

City of Kirkland 

123 5th Avenue 

Kirkland, WA 98033 

Subject: NE 85th St Station Area Plan Draft SEIS Comments 

Dear Ms. Zike: 

Sound Transit has reviewed the NE 85th Street Station Area Plan Draft SEIS. 

 

We share your goal of advancing development of a thriving, transit-oriented community 

surrounding the I-405 Stride bus rapid transit (BRT) station at NE 85th Street, and we 

look forward to future collaboration as the Station Area Plan process proceeds and plans 

are implemented. 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions: 

 

Paul Cornish 

BRT Program Director 

paul.cornish@soundtransit.org 

(206) 398-5342

 

Cynthia Padilla 

Senior Project Manager, I-405 BRT  

cynthia.padilla@soundtransit.org 

(206) 903-7385 

Sincerely, 

Paul Cornish 

BRT Program Director 

cc:  Cynthia Padilla, Senior Project Manager, I-405 BRT, Sound Transit 

Kathy Fendt, East Corridor Environmental Manager, Sound Transit 

Gary Yao, Senior Land Use Permits Administrator, Sound Transit 

Diana Giraldo, Project Manager – I-405/NE 85th Interchange and Inline Station, 

Washington State Department of Transportation 

Brian Macik, I-405 BRT Transit Integration Lead, King County Metro 

 

 

 

 

 

 
CHAIR 

Kent Keel 
University Place Councilmember 

 
VICE CHAIRS 

Dow Constantine 
King County Executive 

 
Paul Roberts  

Everett Councilmember 
 

 

BOARD MEMBERS 

Nancy Backus 
Auburn Mayor 

David Baker 
Kenmore Mayor 

Claudia Balducci  
King County Council Chair 

Bruce Dammeier 
Pierce County Executive 

Jenny Durkan 
Seattle Mayor   

Debora Juarez 
Seattle Councilmember 

Joe McDermott 
King County Council Vice Chair 

Roger Millar 

Washington State Secretary  

of Transportation 

 

Ed Prince 
Renton Councilmember 

Kim Roscoe 
Fife Mayor 

Nicola Smith 
Lynnwood Mayor 

Dave Somers 
Snohomish County Executive 

Dave Upthegrove  

King County Councilmember 

Peter von Reichbauer 
King County Councilmember 

Victoria Woodards 
Tacoma Mayor 

 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

Peter M. Rogoff 

*• SOUNDTRANSIT 
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Allison Zike

From: Taylor Spangler 

Sent: Monday, January 11, 2021 3:01 AM

To: Allison Zike

Subject: questions about the 405/85th area plan

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Flag Status: Completed

Hi Allison, 
 
I'm a Kirkland resident (South Rose Hill) who attended the meeting last week about the plans around the 
405/85th street interchange. I happen to live VERY close (between 80th and 85th on 120th) to the proposed 
plans. I'm reaching out to you with some questions/comments as I think you and my breakout room lead 
mentioned that you were the best person to contact. Apologies in advance for the length of my e-mail. 
 
First, I wanted to thank you and everyone involved for holding that meeting, I had to step in and out a few 
times, but overall I found the different plans interesting, and I even managed to learn glean some insights from 
some of the other attendees despite so much negativity in the room from a few toxic individuals who seem to 
be under the impression that they alone speak for the soul of Kirkland. To hear someone exclaim with pride 
that they were able to keep the U-Haul there as they're building a massive apartment complex, I thought it was 
a joke at first, until I realized who was saying it.  
 
Second, I wanted to say I'm very supportive of a lot of the work being proposed. Being someone who moved 
here from downtown Bellevue a few years ago my biggest problem with the South Rose Hill area is that, 
despite being right outside of downtown Kirkland, it doesn't really feel like it. It's not easy to walk to anything 
other than Safeway or Costco, and those aren't places where walking to them makes them more convenient. 
I'm also an avid cyclist who commutes by bicycle to work in Redmond, so I'm excited to hear about some of the 
plans for making it more convenient to travel by bike or food in the area. 
 
My questions mostly revolve around the specifics around the plans that will directly affect my neighborhood. 
 
1. I can't tell, but it looks like neither of the plans involving upzoning would be upzoning my area/the homes 
around me, is that right? We're basically right behind the taco time/Subaru (AWD) repair shop (literally right 
behind on NE 84th). I can't tell from the lines/diagrams if we're getting up zoned or if we're just stuck zoned at 
45 feet (I'm also not positive if we're already 45 feet, but assuming we are because the ppl across the driveway 
are 3 story buildings which I assume is ~45 feet). 

•   If we are not being up zoned, is the logic simply that there are already homes/ppl living there? There are some 

other similar townhomes up the street that look like they're up zoned in one of the plans and I'm not sure why 

they would be up zoned but we would not. It seems like up zoning the entire block in front of the cemetery 

might make sense, but I'm guessing the reason you didn't is just that it'd create a massive backlash and would be 

unnecessary given what you'd like to accomplish. 

•    My main reason for concern is if we don't get up zoned, we're likely to be stuck looking at whatever building 

they put there basically in our backyard, which it looks like would either be 85 or 150ft tall. I'm not totally 

against such a thing, but I don't think our privacy trees would last through the kind of construction required to 

put either sized building there and I'm sure you can understand why I'd be a little miffed if my bathroom 

window lined up with someone else's bathroom window in a new apartment complex or office building. It's just 

a lifetime of awkward eye contact I'd be happy to avoid. Anyway I know we're a weird little offshoot of 

townhomes in a sea of big single family homes, and may mess things up to upzone an extra chunk, so I obviously 

won't be too offended either way. Just thought I'd share my concern/perspective. I'm sure some of my 

neighbors may even feel differently. 




